
Canon Paul Hardingham looks back on
a national tragedy...

Aberfan - 60 years on
On 21 October 1966 the Aberfan
disaster took place in South Wales. A

colliery slag heap collapsed, releasing a
torrent of slurry onto the village. It
engulfed a number of houses and
Pantglas Junior School, killing 116

children and 28 adults. It was a disaster
that shocked the nation. As we reflect on
it today, we are left asking the question,
'where was God when this happened?'
At the time there was a mixture of strong
emotions: grief and sadness over the loss
of those who had died, and anger against
the Coal Board in allowing the disaster.
However, people gave their energy to
support each another. A local Baptist
Minister, Revd Kenneth Hayes, who lost
his cldest son at the school, responded in
this way: 'For 36 hours he was working
non-stop either at the school, or going
around comforting bereaved and stricken
families and kept open house for many
who came seeking news and comfort.'
How should we respond to such an
incident? 'Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness danger
sword?' (Romans 8:35). Paul reminds us
that even in our darkest times of loss,
God is with us to bring comfort. 'Christ
Jesus who died - more than that, who
was raised to life - is at the right hand of
God and is also interceding for us. ' (34).
Paul also tells us that Jesus understands
our suffering and is praying for us. 'If
God is for us, who can be against
us?' (31). We can let go of bitterness and
blame, because God is a God of justice.
King Charles III (then Prince of Wales)
on the 50th anniversary summed up the
community's response: 'darkest sorrow,
but also the most shining selflessness.'

Announcement -

Change to Evening
Services

For some time now the PCC have
been reviewing and considering the
future of the evening services at St
Paul's. At the PCC meeting in
September it was necessary to make a
decision around this provision as we
headed into the autumnal and winter
months when affendance
markedly lower, noting too that there
were changes in the personal lives of
those that welcome, officiate and
provide music. It was clear that we

struggling to resource and
sustain these services on a week by
week basis.
To that end, the Ministry Team have
agreed to reduce provision to one
evening service a month (excluding
January). This will begin in
November with the All Soul's Day
service on Sunday 1s November, at
the timing of 4pm with refreshments
in the church afterwards.
We will endeavour to publicise the
evening services in the pew-sheet,
magazine, website and social media.
From February the timing will be the

1s' Sunday of the month at 6pm with a
rotation of Taizé, Traditional Prayer
Book Evening Prayer and 'one-off
services for example Songs of Praise.
There may also be the opportunity to
gather in an alternative locations with
other local Christians, as part of
Churches Together or Messy
Churches.
A big thank you to everyone that has
attended, welcomed, played, prayed
and preached at evening worship over
the years.

11


